ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY
The Sanctions episode was a turning-point in
Italy's relations with Great Britain and France,
Her resentment against their material possessions
and status quo policy had been gathering strength
ever since the Peace Settlement. It was brought
to fever pitch by the opposition of the old and suc-
cessful * Imperialist' Powers to Italy's young im-
perialism. At the same time, its abject failure con-
firmed Italy's suspicions that France and Britain
were not so formidable as they seemed, that they
might even be 'decadent', and that a territorial
revision in the Mediterranean at their expense
might be brought about without a major war.
Nevertheless, even if they were showing their
first signs of inherent weakness, they still had a
powerful ally. France's alliance with Russia covered
the status quo in Central Europe. In the summer
of 1936 a new link was forged by the adherence of
Britain, France, Russia, Turkey to the Montreux
Convention. Faced with this hostile combination and
with the memory of 'Sanctions' still rankling, Italy
fell back on the only alternative still left open to her,
and in the course of the summer and autumn of 1936
the rapprochement between Italy and Germany took
glace which was to develop, on the battle-fields of
pain, into the close alliance of the Axis.
The Montreux Convention
On 10 April Turkey asked the Powers to agree
to the remilitarization of the Straits. A conference
assembled at Montreux at the end of June to discuss
the question, and although the original Turkish
Note had only concerned itself with the militarized
zone, Turkey now brought up the whole problem
of the Straits and demanded a revision of the
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